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Northala Fields Park, London, re-visit 2014 
(completed 2008)
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Digital network
An Internet forum and social media, such as 
Facebook and Twitter, provide a communication 
hub for people to get involved in project nodes and 
support the social fabric.

Urban Nodes
The nodes are practical interventions which focus 
the mutual interests and desires of individuals, 
groups and businesses. They combine various 
elements of the social and physical fabrics together. 
They can be permanent installations or temporary 
shows, everyday routines or special events, 
planned or spontaneous constructions, small 
buildings or large activities.

Social Fabric
The social fabric is made up of the interconnected 
everyday narratives of the people living, working 
and playing in the neighbourhood. The project 
nodes strengthen the link between the social and 
physical fabrics.

Existing area
Special attention is paid to the existing physical 
fabric and history, as they contain the seeds of the 
neighbourhood’s character. The physical fabric is 
the base for the framework and its potentials are 
uncovered at the specific project nodes.

Reinforcing Strands
The strands reinforce existing elements in 
the urban fabric with long-term projects and 
policies which work with and guide the detailed 
implementation of the GLA and Lambeth strategies. 
The framework identifies three main strands:

BLUE PARK
Widening and improving the connectivity of the 
river walk.

ACTIVE SPINE
Public access and active business frontages along 
the railway arches.

GREEN LINK
Improving and connecting the green spaces.

Mental Map 
Spatial Solutions
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Panorama Walk
Austin enjoys his morning stroll 
and some trainspotting on the 
new elevated walk connecting 
the reinvigorated Pleasure 
Gardens with the gallery 
quarter along the railway 
arches. The extra exercise is 
definitely worth the fantastic 
views over the railway tracks 
towards the river.

Adventure Playground 
& Sensory Gardens
Reactivating this pocket park through sensory gardens and 
playground planted with different species close by the Garden 
Museum. This is the favourite spot of little Emilia to play while her 
mother watches her from a Café in the railway arches, sipping 
coffee from beans freshly roasted by Costa just next door.

Garden link
Cyclists using the generous cycle lanes 
along Tyre Street admire the gardens on 
either side. As member of his resident’s 
association, even Frank helped plant a 
vegetable patch beside his building with 
the downstairs neighbour. The private 
back gardens and housing estate green 
spaces have become an attraction since 
the competition was held by the BID for the 
best garden and Austin and many of his 
neighbours removed the shabby wooden 
screens replacing them with various plants 
and flowers. 

Continuous & Active Riverfront
The widened river walk from Battersea to the South Bank Centre provides 
space for cyclists to pass by as Mr and Mrs Chung stop to take pictures of the 
Houses of Parliament during their walk along the river edge. In some areas 
the new walkway hangs over the river while in others the embankment has 
been softened and stepped down to the river’s edge.
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